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From the Vicar:

|t all starts againeée

The summer is now gone and September has started in earnest. Even though we have
had some | ovely weather this month there
holi days are over and o0real |l i1 fed has st

September comes as both a joy and a regret. The joy comes with knowing that every-
thing kicks in again after the Iull of the summerormal service is resumed! The regret

IS, of course, that the summer is drawing to a close and autumn is upon us.The darker
mornings and nights are with us and mentally we have to approach things a little
differently.

This September has started well thougfor some of us, anyway, especially those who
travelled to Walsingham on the Parish Pilgrimage.We have gone at various stages of
autumn in the past, but this yearodos ear |
fortuitous as it has helped me focus again on what | am about as a disciple of Jesus
Christ. In that mix of religious observance and friendly socialising the essence of what it
Is to live out the Christian life was made very clear, for we are all fellow pilgrims on a
journey: a journey to God our Creator. Being together on pilgrimage is an incredibly
powerful experience as it helps us all realise our journey through life is not taken alone
and that we rely very much on each other for all manner of things.

We are, for one thing, social beings, and sharing a special time of pilgrimage together
teaches us to try not to take this for granted.When we are together like this we have to
watch out and listen for each other perhaps more diligently than usual.We are also

together with pilgrims from around the country and even further afield and we have to
remember that their needs are as important as ours. When we worship together on
pilgrimage we are perhaps more alert to those around us because many of them we do
not know (we become so used to those ar
forget their needs: perhaps for a bit of quiet before the Eucharist so they can prepare to
receive the Lord in Word and Sacrament; perhaps to remember that we all have our own
concerns we bring with us to worship each Sunday).

This attention to each other was best expressed in the Liturgy of Laying on of Hands
and Anointing, where the healing ministry granted to the Church is the focus of all. In a




From the Vicar (continued):

most special way we come into the presence of almighty God to receive his love in a
way which helps us journey towards healing and wholeness in our lives. It is an intensely
powerful and prayerful experience which is not easily forgotten.

But there was another way in which our attention to each other was expressed rather
well and that was in saying together the Divine Office of Morning and Evening Prayer.
For it is in these simple times of prayer that the voice of all is to be the voice of one: the
psalms and other passages of scripture are recited prayerfully by those gathered
together in a particular place, whilst all the while remembering that as a group we are
not offering worship alone: we are sharing in an offering that is spread around the globe
as groups of Christians worldwide praying the Divine Office. And this has come to Al
Saints as a group of us have continued to pray Morning Prayer together during the week.
Currently this takes place on Mondays to Thursdays at 8.00am in Church and anyone is
welcome to join us.

Morning Prayer is just one of the Liturgy of the Hours, the official Prayer of the Church.
Rel i gious (nuns and monks) say all sever
say Morning and Evening Prayer each day and the 2ndVatican Council encouraged the
laity to take up the practice and so many now pray some of the hours/offices either

alone or with others in their locality. Indeed, Matins and Evensong (other words for
morning and evening prayer) were the staple diet of the majority of Anglicans until
relatively recently.

In a Church which has rightly placed the Eucharist at the centre of its worshipping life, it
is also wonderful to rediscover the power of corporate prayer each day, as such sharing
of time and prayer helps us live out yet more the common life of the Christian pilgrim

on earth.You may not have experienced a pilgrimage to Walsingham or praying the
Divine Office with others, but the offer is open to all to do so. | hope this September,
with its theme of new beginnings will help us to latch onto these and to explore many
ways in which we can come closer to God with our fellow earthly pilgrims.

With my prayers for you all
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TWELVE GOOD MEN AND TRUE?

During the Whitsuntide
holiday period, several members
of the congregation, including
yours truly, were due to attend
the Crown Court in Leicester on a
voluntary basis to take partin a
barrister training day. Sadly, it
was called off at the last minute,
but it set me thinking about our
justice system as a whole. From a
very early age, two things in this
country were lauded as a shining
beacon to the rest of the world;
our parliament, and justice
systems. Sadly, both have
recently been open to ridicule and
scorn.

We are told that it is a
persondés right to
twelve men or women in the law
courts. | was aware and came to
understand the
basic premise as a
result of my
secondary school
life, where our
class took partin a
courtroom drama;
everyone being given the chance
to play leading parts. The next
time the subject arose was during
the late fifties when the feature
film ATwel ve Angry
some reality to the subject. A
courtroom drama, with most of
the action in the jury room,
where a mild mannered juror,
Henry Fonda, is confronted by a
racial bigot played by Lee J Cobb.
They c¢cl ash about
guilt or innocence

character eventually swaying the
verdict. My | i febs
on for many years with barely a
thought about the subject, until
one day some twenty years ago a
brown envelope dropped through
my letterbox, the contents
informing me that in two weeks
time, | should present myself at
Lei cestero6s Crown
service. At the time | was working
as a wholesale bread salesman,
but the firm took the news with
grudging acceptance, such is the
power of the justice system.

On the morning in question |
made my way into Leicester and
was ushered upstairs to a large

b reomt AlthoegH lightt &nd airy, the

windows were very high up, to
avoid outside distractions. This
was the jury rest room. There
were around fifty people all
waiting, slightly apprehensive
about what was about to happen.
We were called to order by a
Court Usher dressed in a black
gown similar to those worn by
headmasters and university dons.
She read out twelve names, and
those chosen assembled and were
escorted downstairs. This
pozaddre as repeagel twice and
| and others not chosen were told
to relax and have some of the
refreshments provided. Just
before the courts rose for the
luncheon adjournment, a court
official informed us that we could

t hgo foatlee day anel cepost back

thvel néxhmofniagn This Was




repeated for me the next day, but
eventually on the Wednesday
morning my name was read out
and | with eleven others were led
downstairs and after a few
moments in the anteroom were
ushered into the court. After
being sworn in, | watched as the
legal procedures unfolded. The
first thing that strikes you is that
it is nothing like the portrayals on
films or television. The air -
conditioned room with its sense of
occasion and tradition, the robes
and wigs of the main participants,
contrasting with the scarlet robes
of the judge and the accused
looking slightly bemused and
flanked by security guards in the
dock. After a short while of legal
arguments, we were taken out of
court and eventually escorted
back to the rest room. On
enquiring why, we were

informed that the accused

had changed his plea to guilty
and consequently we had

been discharged. After lunch

this procedure was repeated
with the same twelve people as
before. This time we only got as
far as the anteroom and after a
short while returned to the rest
room and were told we could go
home. The next day my name
was first out of the hat and once
again the procedure was repeated
but this time after the swearing

In we were up and running. A
theft case involving a woman
working in a position of trust at a
well known beauty spot. After a
day of evidence

o

sent out to consider our verdict
after lunch on the Friday. After
reviewing all the evidence and
exhibits, we reached a unanimous
verdict of guilty. The judge
sentenced the accused as
prescribed by law, although with
a suspended sentence. He then
thanked us for our efforts and we
were discharged. (The only thing
that struck me was that the lady
concerned, despite the nature of
the charges against her, was now
working in a position of trust in
the prison service!)

The following Monday my
name came out once again and |
found myself in the jury box
hearing a Death by Dangerous
Driving charge against a tall
gentleman seated in the dock.
Little did | realise that it
would have a profound
effect on my life and beliefs.
The case involved two cars

Z'ﬁ racing each other through a

small town. An old
gentleman was crossing the
road with his dog. They
were hit by one of the cars and
both killed instantly. The driver
stopped, and was arrested at the
scene. He pleaded guilty and was
serving time for manslaughter; he
was also the chief prosecution
witness. It was the other driver
who had failed to stop and only
later gave himself up to the police
who was the defendant. The
prosecution barrister was
appearing for the first time in
court, while the defending

a n dbaristeuwas tkel resl@ubtable d

t he | udgeds-upsweware n gBrian Dodds QC., a master




craftsman in the judicial arts. The
case unfolded piece by piece, the
car chase had started some five
miles away and the police had
filmed the route as part of the
evidence. It was only after | had
returned home on the Tuesday
evening that | realised how big
the case was: with banner
headlines in the evening paper,
television reports from outside
the court each evening. | could
not say a word about it to
anyone, not even my wife. It
caused much anger in the
community, but this had to be put
aside in my job as jury member.
After all the facts were known
and following the summing up by
both counsels the judge began his
summing up on the Thursday
afternoon. He continued on the
Friday morning and we were sent
out to consider our verdict about
el even o06cl ock.
As soon as we were settled
in the room, a foreman had to be
selected. Every one was in
agreement except me that it
should be yours truly! A straw poll
taken showed 8 -4 to convict, the
eight male and four females were
equally divided. After reviewing
all the evidence it was still the
same but with at least two
waverers. It was at this point that
the judge sent for us. After
establishing that we had not yet
reached a unanimous verdict,
he asked us to reach a
majority verdict. We returned
to our room to do just that,
but now other factors came
into play. The time was well

S

past four and it was revealed that
four of our members were about
to go on holiday, with one due to
fly out from East Midlands airport
at seven that evening. This
changed the outlook completely,
the Oholiday
kept over the weekend changed
their votes to not guilty and two
others who had had enough also
changed; so we returned to a
packed, expectant court to give
the verdict. | rose to give my
response to the
enquiry of
As | said oOonot
public gallery collapsed to the
floor; it later transpired that this
was t he
When order had been restored,
the judge released the defendant
and after thanking us, we were
also free to go. As | left the court
building, reporters were queuing
up to interview the defendant.
Only I knew that had we
considered our verdict a day
previously or had no one been
thinking about holiday
arrangements, then there could
have been a different outcome to
the case and he might not have
been the centre of attraction.
That feeling has stayed with
me to this very day, and when |
hear that statement about the

At wel ve good men

always insist on the rider
Aproviding
due to go on holiday
any ti me
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Church Calendar

October to December

Morning Prayer is said on Monday to
Thursday mornings in Church at 8.00am

OCTOBER

3rd

4th

5th

7th

11th

14th

16th

18th

21st

25th

10.00am to 4.00pm
Harvest Weekend Event

HARVEST FESTIVAL
10.00am Family Eucharist &

offering of gifts
6.30pm Taizé Service

7.30pm Harvest Supper

Our Lady of the Rosary
7.30pm Eucharist

TRINITY 18
10.00am Sung Eucharist

7.30pm Eucharist

3.00pm Renewal of Vows
7.30pm Organ Recital given by

Simon Ainge

TRINITY 19

10.00am Sung Eucharist
230pm Ki dsd Cl ub
7.00pm Youth Group

7.30pm Eucharist

LAST AFTERTRINITY
10.00am Sung Eucharist

7.00pm Youth Group

26th 7.00pm Eucharist & PCC
28th Ss Simon & Jude
7.30pm Eucharist
31st 6.00pm Bright & Light Party
NOVEMBER
1st ALL SAINTS DAY
10.00am Sung Festal Eucharist
11.30am Quarter Peal
12.30pm Parish Lunch
2.00pm Full Peal of Bells
7.00pm Youth Group
2nd All Souls Day
8.30am Eucharist
7.00pm Memorial Service
4th St Charles Borromeo

7th

8th

11th

12th

7.30pm Eucharist &vents Com

10.00am Coffee Morning

3RD BEFORE ADVENT
Remembrance Sunday
10.00am Sung Eucharist
7.00pm Youth Group

St Martin of Tours
7.30pm Eucharist

7.30pm Mission Action Group




15th

2ND BEFORE ADVENT
10.00am Sung Eucharist
230pm Ki dsd Cl ub
7.00pm Youth Group

18th 7.30pm Eucharist

21st Presentation of BVM
8.30am Eucharist

22nd CHRISTTHE KING
10.00am Sung Eucharist
7.00pm Youth Group

25th St Catherine
7.30pm Eucharist

29th ADVENT SUNDAY
10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer & Talk
7.00pm Youth Group

30th St Andrew
8.30am Eucharist

DECEMBER

2nd 7.30pm Eucharist

4th Christmas Market
6.00pm to 9.00pm

5th Christmas Market
10.00am to 4.00pm

6th ADVENT 2
10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer & Talk
7.00pm Youth Group

7th St Ambrose

8th

Oth

13th

14th

16th

20th

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

8.30am Eucharist

Immaculate Conception of BVM
8.30am Eucharist

7.30pm Eucharist

ADVENT 3

10.00am Sung Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer & Talk
7.00pm Youth Group

St John of the Cross
8.30am Eucharist

7.30pm Eucharist

ADVENT 4

10.00am Sung Eucharist
4.00pm Christingle

6.00pm Evening Prayer & Talk
7.00pm Youth Group

7.30pm Parish Carol Service
7.30pm Eucharist

Christmas Eve
11.30pm Midnight Mass

CHRISTMAS DAY
10.00am Family Eucharist

St Stephen, 1st Martyr
8.30am Eucharist

THE HOLY FAMILY
10.00am Sung Eucharist

Holy Innocents
8.30am Eucharist




Julie Andrews Turns 69

To commemorate her birthday, actress/vocalist, Julie

Andrews made a special appearance at Manhattan's

Radio City Music Hall for the benefit of the American

Association of Retired Persons . One of the musical numbers she
performed was 'My Favourite Things' from the legendary  movie 'Sound

Of Music'.  Here are the lyrics she used:

Botox and nose drops and needles for knitting,
Walkers and handrails and new dental fittings,
Bundles of magazines tied up in string,

These are a few of my favourite things.

Cadillacs and cataracts, hearing aids and glasses,

Polident and Fixodent and false teeth in glasses,

Pacemakers, golf carts and porches with swings,
These are a few of my favourite things.

When the pipes leak; When the bones creak,
When the knees go bad,
| simply remember my favourite things,
And then | don't feel so bad.

Hot tea and crumpets and corn pads for bunions,
No spicy hot food or food cooked with onions,
Bathrobes and heating pads and hot meals they bring,
These are a few of my favourite things.

Back pain, confused brains and no need for sinnin’,

Thin bones and fractures and hair that is thinnin’,

And we won't mention our short shrunken frames,
When we remember our favourite things.

When the joints ache, When the hips break,
When the eyes grow dim,
Then | remember the great life I've had,
And then | don't feel so bad.

Ms. Andrews received a standing ovation from the crowd
that lasted over four minutes and repeated encores.
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Inher Peace

%
If you can start the day without caffeine,
If you can always be cheerful, ignoring aches and pains,

If you can resist complaining and boring people with your troubles,
If you can eat the same food every day and be grateful for it,

If you can understand when your loved ones are too busy to give you
any time,
If you can take criticism and blame without resentment,
If you can conquer tension without medical help,
If you can relax without liquor,

If you can sleep without the aid of drugs,

(Turn over for the punchline)

Parish Candlelit
Carol Service

Tuesday 22nd December

Meet every second Monday of the

month at the Scraptoft Village Hall.

7.45 for 8.00pm

7.30pm

All welcome




...Then You Are

Probably The Family Dog!

HHarvest Than éfjfvi@

at All Saints, Scraptoft

\‘S’{iﬁ««mﬁiy October zrd

10.00am -4.00pm

Stalls,
lunches,
ek teas,
A f' _ tombola,
*:;,, LL ¥ Cakes, etc.....

FREE ADMISSION

\..f
Y .
- .4 b
b :];f f:f
., o
-.h_ \"E‘:i' 51]? %}#’ -I;;.-
NN A
=i IR f ;i::-"
N1 i
\-A.'t Il-'::_ ii)
K . r il
#"""';‘h "I j‘__--
=
3

10.00am

All welcome

o Harvest Eucharist
with offering of gifts

N S m%éty October 4th

Cokne ghd Join Qs o thank God for aif the good things we enjoy, to pray for those who
have vehy iittle, and to offer to God from what we hgve,
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Back to Church Sunday has grown and hymn sheets for
beyond all expectations since the first one,churchgoers to

in Greater Manchester in 2004. 160 welcome a friend to a
churches wunited ar ocamldervice.Becausei ssi ng youc
message on one single Sunday in of Real Christmas,

September. On that Sunday, BBC Radio 4 people were asking what other events in
news bulletins carried the story of one the year lent themselves to the same
day when more than 1000 people came approach.

back to church again. That 6s when Robert F
The last Sunday in September was entrepreneur, emerged with a new idea:

chosen because it tied in one Sunday when people could try church

well with the idea of a again.With church numbers in decline, he

new year, a new start wanted to encourage churches to invite

and chi med with 0Dba @é&opletocometochurchonone Sunday

to school 6. It al s o whena $pecially warm welcome was

itself to Harvest guaranteed. Robert supported Back to

festivals and the Church Sunday through its first two years

beginning of Christian and remains an enthusiastic encourager.

enquiry events. Back to Church Sunday is very grateful to
Those first 160 churches Robert for all he did to get the venture off

were spurred on by the Bishop of the ground, and acknowledges his crucial

Manchester, Nigel McCulloch, who founding role.

launched Back to Church Sunday at St Since then, Back to Church Sunday has

Annds Church i n t heleanedayotncoe mbdout whatnates | dr e

from Christ Church CofE Primary School church an inviting and welcoming place to
in Ainsworth, joined the Bishop and sang be.And it has gone from strength to
Owhen the saints c osmengtmEdopted by ong neigimbdurinigo r
TV cameras. Church of England diocese,Wakefield in
The Church of England in Manchester 2005, it spread to nine in 2006, and 20 in

got behind the idea so enthusiastically,  2007.In 2008, 37,000 people came back to
partly because many churches were church through the prayerful invitation of

already a friend in 38 Church of England dioceses,

involved ina  Churches Together in Scotland; the

similar event, Church in Wales; United Reformed

Real Church; Methodist Church; the Baptist

Christmas. Union of Great Britain and Elim

The Real Pentecostal Churches.

Christmas

team

produced

invitations
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